





STUDENT DROP OFF AND PARKING

We still have serious safety concerns about the number of cars that are pulling into the staff parking lot to drop off or
pick up their children. We are asking for cooperation from all parents! Remember, please park on the street outside
of the bus and crosswalk areas; or on the other side of the street (use cross-walks to cross the road).

SCHOOL SECURITY
If you notice unlawful or suspicious activity around the school at any time, please call the Swan Hills Police Service at
(780) 333.4459.

INCLEMENT WEATHER — THE BUS — THE SCHOOL

On inclement weather days (days with severe cold temperature or heavy rain), students may come into the
front entrance area and remain there (behavior permitting), until a few minutes before the bell rings.
The staff on duty will let the . students know if the weather warrants this. Recess is held indoors on days of
heavy rain/blizzards or on ¥% days when the temperature is -23C or below (including wind chill), as reported
by Environment Canada. On most days students have their recess outdoors. Please remember students must be dressed
for the weather at all times (we recommend layering clothing) with a comfortable and warm jacket rated for cold
weather.

CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR

We have enjoyed a great summer and quite a nice fall and soon we forget what the winter months can
hold in store. With the change in season, children need an appropriate change of 3 . clothing. As per
our school policy, students will be outside in cold temperatures. Frostbite and ‘ hypothermia are

a very real possibility when the cold weather arrives. Please ensure that your child has . warm clothing,
including a hat and mittens. Children should now have winter boots as outdoor footwear. Jackets, warm hats, and
mittens are available from your homeroom teacher.

Sigmund Brouwer (Red Deer, Alberta writer) astounds and entertains our school!

Our annual author visit on October 21* was unusually lively this year as Sigmund Brouwer entertained and subtly
enlightened the entire student body in the gym on with loud music and exciting hockey stories. He told students how to
grab their teachers’ attention by making them feel: joy, fear, sympathy or even disgust. Of course he was referring to
creative writing and emphasized that it’s the ‘story’ they should focus on and not be intimidated by the word ‘write’ in
the assignment.

The students were very much looking forward to Mr. Brouwer’s visit, most having been introduced to his work in the
past months. Division One students laughed through Baby Ant Has Stinky Pants and other books in Brouwer’s ‘Bugs
Eye View’ series. The Grade 2’s and 3’s are enjoying Timberwolf Chase about the antics Johnny Maverick and his
small town hockey team. The Tvrant of the Badlands from the ‘Accidental Detective’ series fits right into the Grade
4’s science unit on dinosaurs and their highly anticipated spring trip to Drumheller. Artwork inspired by the novel and
created by Mrs. Fife’s class decorated the ‘stage’.

Grade 5 & 6 are midway through the first book in the Winds of Light series and are wondering whether Thomas will be
able to prove that he was the specter that saved the mysterious knight. A student remarked that she was disappointed to
learn that the novel her teacher was about to read to the class was about hockey. However, once Mrs. Bourque began
reading Chief Honor to the Grade 6 class, the student was hooked, right along with the rest of the class.

If you’re interested in finding out more about any of the books we’re reading as well as his novels for adults, check out
Brouwer’s ‘Cool Reading’ site: http://www.sigmundbrouwer.com/kids/. There are some great writing tips there as well.

Our annual author visits are funded with profits from our book fairs and the Young Alberta Book Society.




SCARY BOOK READ IN: A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE -

Stories came to life last month with our Scary Tales week. Many parents and Me special guests came to
read to our students and helped make this annual event such a success. Also a "?il:-:i".‘- special thanks to our
librarian Mrs. Kilpatrick for all the work she did in making the event such a huge AR\ success.

SCHOOL SAFETY

As always, the health and safety of our students and staff is a top priority in Pembina Hills Regional Division No. 7
schools. October was Fire Safety month. As per our school mandate, we conduct fire drills throughout
the school (e have two recorded already this year. Fire drills are a crucial part of our Crisis
Management Plan. We ask for your cooperation by providing us with updated contact
information. A practice lock down will be undertaken in mid- November. A note will come home
with your child(ren) about the lock down practice, and we would very much appreciate your follow up
discussions at home!

FAMILY VIOLENCE PREVENTION MONTH

November is Family Violence Prevention Month. “END the Silence. STOP the Violence” is the continued theme.
Albertans are encouraged to call the Family Violence Information Line at 310-1818 (available 24 hours a day, seven
days a week, toll-free in Alberta) for help.

NATIONAL BULLYING AWARENESS WEEK

November 14-19, 2010 is National Bullying Awareness Week. The themes for this week are “Reverse It. Be Better
Than Bullying” and “Stand Up and Stop Bullying”. The Alberta Prevention of Bullying Helpline gives callers
information and strategies on bullying prevention at 1-888-456-2323 (available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, toll-
free in Alberta).

IMPORTANT DATES

November 15-19 Start of National Bullying Awareness Week at Swan Hills School

November 16 School Council Meeting @ 7:00 p.m.

November 20 National Child Day

HOT LUNCH

We would like to thank Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Acorn, the volleyball teams, and all of the volunteers who
organized, preE)ared and handed out our luncheon kits for all classes during the Terry Fox Run on
September 30". We would also like to say a heart felt thank you to them for all the other times they

prepare and serve us our hot lunch food items. You guys are the best. :0)

LEAF ART AFTERNOON

The Division 1 students and staff would like to thank parents for helping with their September Celebration Leaf Art
Afternoon. Mrs. Burt helped make little books for the students to do leaf rubbings in.

Mrs. Fleming, Mrs. Wharton, Ms Schneider, Ms Shaw & Jayden, and Mrs. Oldfield helped out with the leaf art in the
small gym. The students enjoyed the hands-on activities and working in small groups made the event very fun for all!

HALLOWEEN HOWLER

Our annual Halloween Howler started Thursday October 28" and runs through until Saturday October 30". On
Thursday, October 28" both the senior boys and girls teams won their games against Fort Assiniboine. We invite all of
our community to come out and watch the Senior Girls Volleyball team play on Saturday morning at 9:00 AM.. Our
girls take on the Senior Girls Volleyball team from Gerard Redmond. At 2PM Saturday our senior boys team will be
playing. Everyone is welcome.

As part of the Halloween Howler this year, we are inviting the teams who have come to the tournament to join us. A
fun time should be had by all.







